NZIFS5A

DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

The NZIFSA Board, Development Group and Operations Group hope you have a Merry Christmas
with family and friends and wish all members of the NZ Skating Community a Happy New Year!

As we race toward the end of the year, 2025 has been a standout one for NZIFSA. Some key
highlights include:

¢ A New Zealand first at the World Junior Championships, with both a Junior Men’s and
Junior Women'’s skater competing. Dwayne Li achieved an outstanding 10th place
overall, while Petra Lahti made her Junior Worlds debut.

e The Oceania International in Melbourne provided valuable international competition
experience for both our A and B teams, with all skaters representing New Zealand with
distinction.

e The Clucas Cup in Auckland delivered exceptional skating across all grades and marked a
historic moment, with Dwayne Li landing the first quad jump in New Zealand
competition.

e Strong performances continued on the international stage, with Dwayne medalling at
the Junior Grand Prix in Bangkok and winning gold at the Cranberry Cup in the USA. Nicca
Wu also impressed at Cranberry Cup, signalling a very promising future.

e Petra Lahti’s performances at the Olympic qualifying competition were another highlight,
finishing a very creditable 10th overall after two outstanding skates that showcased her
confidence and enjoyment on the world stage.

RECENT INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS

NRW Trophy Dortmund 2025, 13-16 November 2025
Junior Women Petra Lahti SP13t/35  FS16%/35 Overall 15%/35

Tallinn Trophy 2025, November 25-30, 2025
Junior Women Petra Lahti SP 16t/28  FS22n/28 Overall 17t"/28

UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS

Sofia Trophy, Sofia, Bulgaria, 6-11 January 2026
Junior Women Petra Lahti

ISU Four Continents Championships in Beijing, China, 21-25 January 2026

Senior Women Petra Lahti
Coach & unfunded TL Bess Cao
Judge Sue Petricevic



The Challenge Cup 2026, Tilburg, Netherlands, 22-25 January 2025
Junior Women Renee Tsai

OFFICIALS AT AUSTRALIAN NATIONALS

Tech Controller, Referee & Judge  Sandra Williamson-Leadley

Judge Laura Thompson

Laura and Sandra also participated in the ISU Ice Dance Seminar held in conjunction with the
Australian Figure Skating Championships

UPCOMING INTERCLUB COMPETITIONS

ANZAS 2026 Adult Interclub Competition Melbourne, Australia, 7 & 8 February 2026
Bronze Class | Free and Artistic Sarah Mummery

Bronze Class IV Free and Artistic Linda White

Bronze Class VI Free and Artistic Eleanor Stanbury

Silver Class IV Free and Artistic Kirsty Cox

All skaters, not just the International A & B team representatives, can seek permission to attend
interclub competitions outside New Zealand by emailing secretary@nzifsa.org.nz and specifying
what competition and what grade they would like to compete.

OCEANIA INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION AUCKLAND 19 —21 MAY 2026

NZIFSA and Ice Skating Australia are again co-hosting the Oceania International. The competition
is for Singles, Pairs and Ice Dance for Basic Novice to Senior level skaters and is to run 19-21 May.
All skaters selected to the International A & B Teams will be eligible to attend and are encouraged
to do so. We will have more details about the competition in the New Year and will be calling for
a registration of interest from skaters in February.

CLUCAS CUP SELECTION COMPETITION, CHRISTCHURCH 13 & 14 JUNE 2026

As per the NZIFSA Selection Policy, this competition is to determine selection and priority order
for international competitions with a closing date between 7 July 2026 and one week after our
National Championships. The competition will be open to skaters in Basic Novice to Senior grades
in all disciplines, plus Mixed Age Synchronized skating, who competed at the 2025 National
Championships and who are age eligible for international competition in their respective grade as
at 1 July 2026.

Age eligibility for entry into Clucas Cup Competition

Discipline Grade Age as at 1%t July 2026
Singles Basic Novice Under 14
Intermediate Novice Under 16
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Advanced Novice

Is at least 10 but is under 16

Junior Is at least 13 but is under 19
Senior Is at least 17

Dance Basic Novice Under 14
Intermediate Novice Under 16
Advanced Novice Is at least 10, but Girls under 16, Boys under 18
Junior Is at least 13, but Women under 21, Men under 21
Senior Is at least 17

Pairs Basic Novice Under 14

Advanced Novice

Is at least 10, but Girls under 16, Boys under 18

Junior Is at least 13, but Women under 21, Men under 23
Senior Is at least 17
Synchronized | Basic Novice Is at least 10 but is under 16

Skating*

Advanced Novice

Is at least 10 but is under 16

Junior

Is at least 13 but is under 19

Senior and Senior Elite

12

Is at least 17

* Please refer to the Selection Policy for team composition requirements.

OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION ON THE TIMING OF NATIONALS

Thank you to all those who completed the online consultation regarding the timing of our National
Championships.

Ninety responses were received. A breakdown of the numbers of Yes, No and Maybe for each of
the five date options along with all the commentary received (minus names) was provided to the
Board prior to their meeting on 22 November. The Board were particularly appreciative of the
rationale provided for responses. Several respondents noted that it was going to be difficult to
meet everyone’s’ needs, and that was apparent from the responses. There were for example,
rationale presented around the impact on mental wellbeing for maintaining a relatively focused
competition season and for a less compressed season. Working around various exam schedules
and competitions was identified as a challenge by many.

Following the Board review of all feedback, when there was no significant preference between
the current timing and end of October option, it was proposed that that Nationals 2026 be held
in the last week October (29/30/31st -possibly 1st November if needed). This timing is to be
reviewed after 2026.

The following is a summary of the number of responses for the various dates proposed



Current early | End of | End of | Start of | Mid
October October November December | December
Yes 47 45 36 33 19
Maybe 15 16 17 16 7
No 28 29 37 41 64
Total 90 90 90 90 90

Thank you again for your contribution to this consultation process

CONFIRMATION OF DATES AND LOCATION FOR 2026 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Board are pleased to confirm that the 2025 New Zealand Ice Figure Skating Championships
will be held in Gore from the 29 October — 1t November 2026, with unofficial practices starting
on the 28™ of October. The Announcement and Provisional Schedule will be posted on the NZIFSA
website as soon as they are available.

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES FOR 2026

In the January newsletter we will have further details of the development activities for the year.
Below is an outline of what is being planned. We will have additional information and registration
forms early in the new year.

Skater Development
We have several workshops planned for 2026 with exciting moderators lined up for you.

Skating Skills — All Disciplines (equivalent Basic Novice and up), Auckland (Botany), 10-13 April
Please mark this in your calendar now. We will have more details for you in the New Year.

Singles Pre-Elementary, Elementary & Juvenile, Dunedin 2 & 3 May and Auckland (Botany) 9 &
10 May.

We will be calling for expressions of interest from coach moderators for these two Pre-
Elementary, Elementary & Juvenile workshops in January.

Coaching Courses
NZIFSA are pleased to advise that we are running two KiwiSkate, a Level 1 and a Level 2 Coaching
Course in 2026. Can you please share this information with your existing and prospective
KiwiSkate coaches
» KiwiSkate Course — Auckland (Botany) 24 - 25 January 2026
» KiwiSkate Course — Dunedin 21 - 22 March 2026
» Level 1 Coaching Course - Dunedin 21 - 22 March 2026 (to run alongside the KiwiSkate
course)
» Level 2 Coaching Course — Auckland (Botany) 14 - 15 February 2026, with online sessions
starting 8 January

Below please find the registration information for the January KiwiSkate course and the Level 2
course. The registration information for the other courses will be made available in the new year



KiwiSkate Coaching Course — Paradice Botany, Auckland, 24-25 January 2026

Proposed timing: midday Saturday — midday Sunday (exact timing TBC).

Course Fee: $90

Registrations close Friday 16 January 2026
https://www.cognitoforms.com/NewZealandlceFigureSkatingAssociation/KiwiSkateCoachingCo
urseAucklandJanuary2026

The course covers two levels:

KiwiSkate Assistant Course - individuals must be 14 years of age as at 1 January prior to the course
and it is recommended they hold an Elementary test in any discipline.

KiwiSkate Coach Course — individuals must be 15 years of age as at 1 January prior to the course
and must hold an Elementary test in any discipline. Coaches from different codes may apply to
the Coaching Director for test dispensation based on their achievements/qualifications.

Please refer to the NZIFSA Coaching Accreditation Policy for further information. The Coaches'
Accreditation Policy and appendices are available on the NZIFSA Rule & Regulations tab

All participants must be current NZIFSA KiwiSkate Assistant, KiwiSkate or Level 1 Coach Members
at the close of registrations. New Kiwiskate coaches, please complete the 2026 Coach
Membership Form in addition to the course registration form. The 2026 Coach Membership form
will be available on the forms section of the NZIFSA website from 1 January 2026.

Level 2 Coaching Course

NZIFSA are pleased to advise that registrations are open for the Level 2 Coaching Course. All
prospective Level 2 coaches must meet the requirements, as spelt out in the Coaches’
Accreditation Policy, by the close of registrations. The Coaches' Accreditation Policy and
appendices are available on the NZIFSA Rule & Regulations tab. Please be aware that the
Coaches’ Accreditation Policy has been updated following the recent round of policy
consultation.

*Reminder that ALL Provisional Level 2 Coaches MUST complete this course or they will lose their
provisional accreditation.

The Level 2 course comprises a series of online sessions as well as an on-ice session. Coaches
seeking Level 2 accreditation need to commit to attending all sessions.

ON ICE Course Dates:14-15th February 2026, Paradice Botany, Auckland. Estimated Time
Frame: Saturday 14th start midday, Sunday 15th finish 9pm.

First Online Zoom Session: Thursday 8th January (time TBC but definitely in the evening)
Additional Zoom Sessions on Thursdays: 15, 22, 20 January, 5, 26 February, 12, 19, 26 March and
final one on 2nd April.

Course Fee: 5500

We would also like to encourage and offer all current Level 2 and 3 Coaches the opportunity to
complete the ISU Online Learning Modules to help refresh and go towards their
maintaining points (you will receive 10 points from completing all the modules). The cost of this
would be $100
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Please complete the online registration on or before Sunday 4t January 2026

https://www.cognitoforms.com/NewZealandlceFigureSkatingAssociation/LevelTwoCourseAuckl

andFebruary2026

Officials Training

Dates for all officials training are still being finalized. The following provides an outline of what is

planned for the coming year.

» Components Seminar — Christchurch 2 & 3 May (dates to be confirmed)

» Pairs — Judges and Tech — online sessions

> Referee Refresher — online session

» Initial Judges and Initial Tech Panel Meetings (All Disciplines) — online sessions

In addition to the above there will online sessions to cover season updates.

@ Athlete’s Voice Group

NZIFSA AVG

ATHLETE’S VOICE

The Athlete’s Voice is a representative group
formed by athletes across New Zealand to
provide a safe space for athletes to be heard
and to strengthen communication between
athletes and the NZIFSA

Vision

That all athletes’ voices are heard and are
central to the decisions NZIFSA makes

To advocate for all NZIFSA athletes and help
create a fair and inclusive sport that
represents every type of skater in NZ

Formation & Structure

1 representative from each NZIFSA club

Core Values

be heard & creating a communication
link between Athletes & NZIFSA

Community
@ Build an athlete community across NZ

by linking clubs to one another

= Communication
@ % Creating a safe space for athletes to
/ -

~

, Advocacy

-+ To empower athletes by hearing from
N them & support athletes along their
skating journey

Positive Change

To aid in problem solving and finding
solutions to barriers athletes face &
communicating this to NZIFSA or Clubs

, J@ﬁ Leadership & Governance

)

% Provide an introduction to sport

leadership & governance, host forums &

discuss upcoming Rules & Regulations
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CALL FOR EOI FOR ATHLETE’S VOICE GROUP APPOINTMENTS

As the 2025 season draws to a close, the Athlete's Voice is looking to begin the process of
appointing new members to the group. The Athlete's Voice is a group of athlete representatives
from each skating club in Aotearoa working to build a linked athlete community, and it is
important to have your club represented!

Club appointments will be done in two groups on alternating years. The clubs set to hold an
appointment in 2026 are AIDC, AISC, CMFSC, QISC and WFSC.

We are now calling for applications from keen members of these clubs - expressions of interest
can be entered into the attached form.

We're looking for people that can support our Athlete's Voice Group Values - values of
communication, community, advocacy, positive change and leadership!

Applicants:

- must be 16 years and over

- can be any skating level

- must have competed in the last three years

- must be actively involved with the rink and / or club

An athlete's voice representative should be willing and able to speak up on behalf of all athletes
and should want to see our sport thrive. They should be interested in being a pathway of
communication between skaters, clubs and the NZIFSA, and be someone who other skaters will
communicate with to help maintain a fair, fun and supportive sports environment.

If you think this sounds like you or this describes one of your fellow athletes, we want to hear
from them. Applications are to be completed by the athletes themselves so they can be most
accurately represented! Applications will be reviewed by current Athlete's Voice members in
March 2026, where new members will be appointed.

We look forward to receiving your applications! Applications close 28 February 2026

https://www.cognitoforms.com/NZIFSAAVG/AVGApplicationFormDec2025

If you have any questions please contact: nzifsa.athletesvoice@gmail.com

NZIFSA POLICIES CURRENTLY UNDER REVIEW
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The Board is seeking member feedback on the Travel & Reimbursement Policy (feedback due by
31 January). Your submissions will be considered by the Board when they review the policy, and
a draft of any proposed amendments will be put back out for member submissions.

NZIFSA AGM — AUCKLAND, SATURDAY 28 MARCH 2026

The NZIFSA AGM is to be held in Auckland on Saturday 28 March. We encourage all clubs to
ensure they have representation at the AGM.

We anticipate starting with the AGM at around 1pm followed by member forums at
approximately 2pm, and a social get together from 4-5pm. We will finalise the schedule for the
afternoon closer to the time, but this timeframe should provide enough guidance for any travel
bookings. Meetings for the new Board, Operations and Development Groups will be held on
Sunday morning.

We have yet to confirm the venue for the AGM, but we’re aiming for a location within a 20 min
drive of the airport for those coming from outside Auckland and needing to factor that into what
flights they book. We will confirm the venue and provide information about arranging airport
pick-ups in the new year.

PRINTED RULES & REGS

The 2026 NZIFSA Rules & Regulations will be available on the NZIFSA website
https://nzifsa.org.nz/rules/ by 3 January.

With people increasingly able to access the NZIFSA Rules & Regulations and the ISU Regulations
and Technical Rules wherever they are, NZIFSA have moved away from printing copies of
documentation for everyone. However, if any clubs, coaches, officials, or members of the Board
or Operations / Development Groups require a printed copy of our 2026 NZIFSA Rules &
Regulations, please complete the online form
https://www.cognitoforms.com/NewZealandlceFigureSkatingAssociation/RulesAndRegulationsR
equests2026 by 7pm Thursday 8 January.

A reminder that the following documents, updated after the 2024 ISU Congress, are available on
the ISU website https://isu.org/isu-statutes/ ISU Constitution & General Regulations 2024

e ISU Special Regulations & Technical Rules - Single & Pair Skating and Ice Dance 2024

e ISU Special Regulations & Technical Rules - Synchronized Skating 2024

2025 ORAL HISTORY AWARD FOR GRACE BATEMAN

Dr Grace Bateman has won a 2025 Oral History Award from the Ministry for Culture and Heritage
to record 5 interviews with people about the history of ice skating in NZ particularly from the
1980s onwards. She is looking for interviewees to participate in the project, so if you are
interested in sharing your memories of skating via an interview, please contact Grace using the
contact form on her website: nzskatinghistory.org.nz
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These oral history interviews are part of the wider New Zealand Skating History Project, which
aims to preserve, share and trace the changing story of ice skating in this country. The overall
scope of the project is to collect materials relating to skating in NZ, digitise these and make them
available on a database through the project website, and use this material to write publications.
Converting materials to digital form will not only preserve them for the future and provide the
basis for historical writing, but also enable everyone to access the materials online.

The NZ Skating History Project needs your help, as we can't do this without you! There is a wide
array of historical material relating to skating, but it is currently scattered throughout NZ in private
hands. These all need digitisation to be preserved for the future, and made accessible to everyone.
We can't write the history of skating without the historical evidence.

History is not just about dates or organisations, but also personal stories about people's
experiences. We are interested in the social and cultural history aspects of skating in NZ, from the
perspectives of skaters and their families. History also doesn't mean 'old’, in this context it means
everything in the past up to this year. You might be surprised at the historical value of your items!

If you have any skating memorabilia, and for more information about what sort of material we
are interested in collecting, go to nzskatinghistory.org.nz

NZIFSA BOARD MEETING

The next meeting of the NZIFSA Board will be held on Tuesday 13 January. If you have any
correspondence that you would like the Board to consider, please send it to the General Secretary
(secretary@nzifsa.org.nz) by Tuesday 6 January. Any correspondence received now will be tabled
at the January meeting.

All the best in skating,

Robyn Morris and Jeanette King
President and CEO

NZIFSA
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